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“COMFORTABLY SOLVENT” 


A MEMBER’S letter, printed on page 3, urges that the 
Club place added emphasis upon activities bearing directly 
on the problems and enthusiasms of Pacific Coast col- 
lectors. This is an interesting suggestion and one thor- 
oughly appropriate to the Club’s aims. It is, however, 
not an entirely new thought. So far as its limited resources 
have permitted, the Club has long aimed to be of maxi- 
mum. practical service to Western collectors. It has 
sometimes fallen short of its own hopes in that direction, 
but this has seldom been through a failure to recognize 
its opportunities. There have always been complicating 
factors. A club of limited membership and moderate 
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dues must consider other matters besides how and in 
what directions to extend its activities. This has been 
particularly true during the past several years. 

Recently, the President of the Grolier Club, address- 
ing members of that noted collectors’ society, remarked 
that “it is better to be small and comfortably solvent 
than big and uncomfortably insolvent.” In our own 
Club, the desire to achieve—or to approximate—a state 
of comfortable solvency has checked the temptation to 
embark too hastily on new ventures, however attractive 
and worth-while they have seemed. The necessity for 
proceeding slowly has, until very recently, been disturb- 
ingly evident. 

The Club is naturally eager, as the writer of the letter 
proposes, to earn the gratitude of collectors by supply- 
ing a greater variety and volume of material helpful to 
book collectors on the Pacific Coast. In fact, a tendency 
in that direction must already be evident: in the recent 
publications, in the series of monthly keepsakes, and in 
this Quarterly; and plans for other developments along 
these lines have been worked out in some detail. An 
announcement of this enlarged programme and of a 
definite date when it can get under way may, it is hoped, 
be made within the next few months. 

But it must be emphasized that the Club’s activities 
cannot prudently be increased more rapidly than its 
revenue—and that the latter is derived solely from mem- 
bership dues. Thus, discussion of the Club’s present 
activities and of plans for extending them returns inevita- 
bly to a familiar theme: If the Club is further to increase 
its usefulness in the field of collecting, it definitely needs 
the support of a larger number of collectors. There 1s 
every reason to believe that this support will presently 
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be forthcoming, for in recent months the membership 
has shown a sustained and healthy growth. But the roll 
is still short of its maximum of 500, and this number 
is essential to the proper functioning of the Club. 
Members who approve of the suggestions made in the 
following letter, and who wish to speed the time when 
they can be carried into effect, need have no doubt as to 
how best to proceed. By far the most practical help they 
can render is to induce their book-collecting friends to 
share present and future activities by taking out mem- 


bership. 
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A LETTER FROM A MEMBER 


THE following letter offers so many interesting sug- 
gestions that we take this means of sharing it with 
the members. Comment along similar lines is invited 
and letters having general Club interest will gladly be 
printed. The writer’s name will be omitted when this 
is requested. 

“. .. IfI have a criticism to offer, both of the pub- 
lishing program and the other activities, it is that there 
seems to be a wish on the part of the Club to cover too 
wide a field. ...Wouldn’t it be well at all times to keep 
in mind that this is, first of all, a club of book collectors? 
For my part, the more the Club does to encourage col- 
lecting, and to make collecting more interesting, the 
better I’ll like it. You are already doing some very good 
things of this sort, such as the facsimile letters of authors 
and the articles on collecting in the News-Letter. My 
own preference is that future activities be along these 
lines. ... For example, a great many books on collecting 
have been published during the past few years, but so 
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far as I know only one of them pays even passing atten- 
tion to Western books. . . . If the Book Club could 
arrange to publish a book written by some Pacific Coast 
collector and dealing mostly (or entirely) with Pacific 
Coast books and authors, all written from the collector’s 
standpoint, it would be welcomed with delight by every 
member, I think. I should also like to see more articles 
in the News-Letter dealing with Californiana or West- 
ern Americana, with details about editions, etc.—the 
sort of information the collector wants but can’t easily 
find. Articles on their own libraries by members would 
also be interesting, especially those describing “high- 
lights” (every collection has a “highlight” or two) and 
telling some of the collecting adventures (lucky finds, 
etc.) their owners have had. 

“The above is only one member’s opinion. It is not 
an adverse criticism of what the Book Club has done or 
is doing. . . . But I do suggest that the Club follow this 
line of activity as much as possible in the future. The 
collector will read whatever he can find that relates to 
his hobby (witness how well such books sell), but al- 
most nothing is written with the needs of Pacific Coast 
collectors especially in mind. The Book Club is the 
logical organization to supply this lack. It will earn the 
gratitude of all collectors here on the Coast by under- 
taking to do so... .” 

a Se eS Ie) 

In an early number of the Quarterly, the Club plans to inaugurate 
a department of bibliographical questions and answers. Questions 
involving editions, issues, dates, bindings, etc. sent in by members 
will be submitted to authorities and readers for answer. For the 
present, the field will be restricted to books published on, or relating 


to, the Pacific Coast and the subject of prices and values will be 
avoided. 
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COUNTY HISTORIES 
by HELEN PUTNAM VAN SICKLEN 


EDITOR'S NOTE: From the middle ’7os to the end of the century, the pro- 
duction of county histories was one of the most active phases of the publishing 
industry on California. Mrs. Van Sicklen, author of this sketch of the history 
of the movement and of the present importance of the histories themselves, is 
Assistant Secretary of The Society of California Pioneers, and editor of the 
Society's Quarterly, 


“LEND a hand, please! These are heavy,” probably is 
the thought, if not the spoken comment, of the librarian 
as she lugs out—one at a time—the bulky volumes of 
California’s county histories. For they are uncommonly 
heavy and thick and awkward to handle. But they are 
also in frequent demand, perhaps more so than any 
other group of books in our library, where we have some 
eighty volumes of them, representing thirty-seven coun- 
ties. : 

During this brief survey of the history of these books, 
and of their importance to collectors and research 
workers, I inquired of a group of experts in that field. 
Concerning their origin, Mr. Robert E. Cowan, bibli- 
ographer and dean of Californiana collectors, wrote: “In 
anticipation of the celebration of the centennial of the 
United States in 1876, there originated an ambitious 
scheme to prepare histories of the counties of the various 
states. This project was entirely eastern in its origin, but 
presently it had been communicated to other sections 
of the Union, chiefly the middle and far west... .The 
urge reached California in the late ’7os, and within the 
next two decades nearly every county in the state was 
able to point pridefully to its so-called “County History.’ ”’ 

According to Miss Mabel Gillis, California State 
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Librarian, “Histories of all the California counties, ex- 
cept Modoc, have been published. Usually an entire 
volume is devoted to each county, though occasionally, 
as in the case of Plumas, Lassen and Sierra Counties, 
two or more are combined in one history.” 

Of the several firms publishing these works, Thomp- 
son & West evidently got under way first, bringing out 
their “Historical Atlas Map of Santa Clara County” in 
1876. Thompson & West was one of the most active 
firms in the local field. Between their Santa Clara history 
in ’76 and that of Tulare County in ’92, the company 
published histories of fifteen California counties. W. A. 
Slocum, B. F, Alley, M. W. Wood, and W. N. and 
L. L. Brown, in various alignments of partnership, were 
also active in the earlier years, bringing out histories of 
nine counties between ’79 and ’83. Elliott & Moore 
published several volumes in the early ’80s, and about 
1890 the Lewis Publishing Company, of Chicago, issued 
their Sacramento and San Joaquin series, the general 
cover title of which was “Pen Pictures of the Garden of 
the World.” Fewer histories appeared after the close of 
the century, although the Historic Publishing Company, 
of Los Angeles, brought out an Orange County history, 
and one of Napa and Solano counties, in 1911-12. 

For these huge volumes (some of which contain above 
1000 pages and weigh as much as 1314 pounds) the 
original purchasers probably paid an average of about 
$10.00, Their prices now range from a minimum of 
about $5.00 or $7.50 to above $50.00, depending on 
their rarity and on the historical value of their contents. 
The Siskiyou volume, published by D. J. Stewart in 
Oakland in ’81, 1s perhaps the rarest and most expen- 
sive of the group, although few are really common to- 
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as both rare and valuable. 

In their contents, the histories followed a more-or- 
less uniform plan. Usually they opened with a general 
history of California, in which, again quoting Mr. 
Cowan: “some of the facts even then were antiquated 
and later rendered obsolete by the works of Bancroft, 
Hittell and sundry other historians.” Local annals fol- 
lowed, outlining the settlement and organization of the 
townships and villages within the county, followed by 
brief chapters on such topics as topography and soil, 
Indian affairs, government, legislators, the bench and 
bar, political history, criminal trials, the press, naviga- 
tion, educational developments, railroads, etc. To these 
sections the histories owe much of their present-day 
importance. Mr. Cowan writes: “Drawn and assembled 
from county records and then existing newspaper files, 
they are presumedly accurate and of much historical 
value. Individually and collectively these . . . are of 
great importance, for they now constitute almost the 
sole source of authority for historians engaged in such 
researches, since many of the original records have been 
lost, and some files of newspapers have disappeared . . .” 

The last section, usually occupying far more than 
half the book, was given over to biographies of the 
county’s great and near great. As the plan of publication 
was generally by subscription, many prominent citizens, 
indifferent to this form of publicity, were omitted. 
However, the great majority seem to have subscribed 
and to have submitted brief biographies, the latter often 
accompanied by portraits. Considering the then limited 
population of many of the counties, the number of 


these biographies 1s surprisingly large. Wood, Alley 
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Company’s volume on Solano County, published in ’79, 
contained 34.4; the Lewis Publishing Company’s Sacra- 
mento County (1890) had 708, and that of Solano and 
Napa Counties (Historic Record Company, 1912) 730. 

Commenting on this feature of the histories, Mr. 
Phil B. Bekeart, whose own library contains most of 
them, stated: “In my opinion the county histories are 
the chiefest source of biographical data on the many 
men whose names would not otherwise have appeared 
in our histories. For example, many of the pioneers who 
reached Sutter's Fort before the American occupation 
have been traced in their subsequent careers only through 
the county histories. Otherwise details of their after- 
lives would have been completely lost to posterity. Un- 
questionably many of the biographies and portraits were 
paid for by the subjects themselves. Just the same they 
are really valuable and, in many cases, probably the only 
records now available of these men. Personally I con- 
sider the county histories one of the most important 
adjuncts to my library of Californiana.” 

So, too, does Mr. Cowan, for he adds: “All the his- 
torians know that the data most difficult to assemble 
are those of personal biography. . . So, despite all and 
sundry objections, these unattractive county volumes 
are, and always will be, great sources of authority, and a 
most valuable asset to any public institution which sup- 
plies the materials for history, and serves the purposes 
of historians.” 

The individual collector who, encountering some of 
these bulky volumes in old bookstores and elsewhere, 
may have been intrigued by their voluminous and often 
naive contents, need offer no apologies if he decides to 
begin a collection of his own. For there is hardly one of 
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the books that does not contain, along with a mass of 
superficialities, a quota of solid historical fact, nowhere 
else presented. The collector who has patience and in- 
dustry (and plenty of shelf-room!) should be able to 
assemble a score or more of the volumes at compara- 
tively small expense. But he can hardly hope for a com- 
plete collection. Our own file of California’s county 
histories has a few gaps that the Society has been trying 
for years to fill! 








00 


BrMeiLETIBRS OF WESTERN AUTHORS 


EIGHT of the twelve parts of the current series of Club 
_ keepsakes have been distributed to-date, and arrange- 
ments for the remaining four are being completed. Since 
the last issue of the Quarterly, the following have ap- 
peared: In June, a letter of Henry George to Dr. Edward 
Robeson Taylor, with comment by Howard Jay Graham, 
designed and printed by Dr. Taylor’s sons, Edward 
DeWitt and Henry H. Taylor; in July, a Joaquin Miller 
letter, with comment by the poet’s daughter, Juanita 
Miller, from the press of Bruce McCallister and Grant 
Dahlstrom, Los Angeles; and in August, a letter of 
Josiah Royce, designed and printed by The University 
of California Press, with comment by B. H. Lehman. 

The September number will reproduce an unpublished 
Mark Twain letter, with a comment (which relates 
some interesting and pertinent Twain anecdotes) by 
Charles Erskine Scott Wood. The folder is being de- 
signed and printed by John Henry Nash and will be dis- 
tributed about September 15. 

Number Ten, to appear in October, will contain a 
facsimile of a letter of Clarence King, noted California 
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geologist and writer. The comment will be written by 
Francis P. Farquhar and the design and printing will be 
done by The Plantin Press, Los Angeles. This will be 
followed in November by a letter of Edward Rowland 
Sill, with comment by Dr. Aurelia Henry Reinhardt, 
produced by the Eucalyptus Press at Mills College. The 
series will end in December with a letter of Jack London 
with accompanying comment by Charmian London. In 
December will also be distributed a title-page and table 
of contents for the series. 

The Club regrets to announce that the fifty duplicate 
sets offered for sale to members have all been subscribed. 
However, new members can still be provided on election 
with the back numbers issued to date (thus assuring 
their receiving a complete set), but the supply available 
for this purpose is small. 

Preparations are now under way for a third series, to 
be distributed during 1936. This will differ in several 
important respects from the first two series, but the 
Club believes it will prove equally interesting and de- 
sirable to the members. Full details will be announced 
in the December News-Letter. 
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ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP 


THE following have been elected since June 1: 
Member Sponsor 


Dean S. Arnold 


Nathaniel H. Callard 


Harry M. Creech 
Arthur C. Devlin 


Miss Carmelita Duff 


Harry L. Dunn 
Roger H. Ferger 
George Fields 


San Mateo, Cal. 


San Francisco, Cal. 


Palo Alto, Cal. 

Sacramento, Cal. 
Sacramento, Cal. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


San Francisco, Cal. 
San Francisco, Cal. 


John L. Lilienthal 
Edwin Grabhorn 
Alfred Sutro 
Edwin Grabhorn 
Edwin Grabhorn 
Edwin Grabhorn 
Edwin Grabhorn 
Oscar Lewis 
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Mrs. E. A. Filipello 


A. R. Franklin 


Monterey, Cal. 
San Francisco, Cal. 


Theophil Leonard Fritzen San Francisco, Cal, 


Harry L. Gage 
Paul Goldsmith 
Marshall Hughes 


Dr. Irving S. Ingber 


John Inglis 
Henry A. Loeb 
Joseph P. Loeb 
William L. Lowe 


Augustin S$. Macdonald 
Miss Eula L. Morris 


Oscar Moss 
Neville J. Rich 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Piedmont, Cal. 


Redwood City, Cal. 


San Mateo, Cal. 
San Mateo, Cal. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Oakland, Cal. 

San Francisco, Cal, 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
San Francisco, Cal. 


Edwin Grabhorn 
Edwin Grabhorn 
Edwin Grabhorn 
Edwin Grabhorn 
Oscar Lewis 
Edwin Grabhorn 
Edwin Grabhorn 
R. C. Van Houten 
B. J. Feigenbaum 
Edwin Grabhorn 
R. S. Shainwald 
Albert M. Bender 
Albert M. Bender 
Edwin Grabhorn 
Albert M. Bender 


Edwin Grabhorn 
Carroll D. Hall 
Albert M. Bender 
Oscar Lewis 
Edwin Grabhorn 
R. M. Tobin 

_ Mrs. John I. Walter 


Miss Gwendolyne Stevenson Piedmont, Cal. 

Joseph A. Sullivan San Francisco, Cal. 
Mrs. S. Sussman San Francisco, Cal. 
Mrs. Alice B. Taylor Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Archibald B. Tinning Martinez, Cal. 
University of San Francisco San Francisco, Cal. 
Paul T. Wolf San Francisco, Cal. 
Dr. David A. Wood San Francisco, Cal. Edwin Grabhorn 
Robert Wormser Santa Barbara, Cal. Albert M. Bender 


THIS is a gratifying showing, particularly in view of the 
fact that the period covered includes the normally quiet 
midsummer months. It indicates that a growing number 
of collectors are finding participation in the Club’s ac- 
tivities both interesting and worth-while. The Club 
extends thanks to those who have proposed candidates, 
and invites the continued cooperation ‘of every member 
to this same end. If this increase is maintained, it 1s 
entirely possible that the roll will be filled (for the first 
time since 1930) during the present year. 
Oo@0o 
AN EXHIBITION OF CLUB PUBLICATIONS 


ILLUSTRATING the evolution and trends of Western 
fine printing from 1912 to date, a comprehensive selec- 
tion of publications and other Club material will be on 
view beginning September 10 at the John Henry Nash 
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Library, 44.7 Sansome Street, San Francisco. The exhi- 
bition will include not only a complete file of the books 
published by the Club since its organization, but also a 
variety of pamphlets, announcements, notices and other 
matter issued under its imprint. Recent members will 
find a particular interest in the showing of early publi- 
cations, many of which have been long out of print. 
This first complete exhibition of the Club’s publi- 
cations to be held in more than a decade will be open to 
the public each weekday from 9 to 5 (except Saturdays ) 


to and including September 20. 
———»120———_ 


Some interest has been displayed in the Club device which 
has recently appeared on several of the Western Authors 
folders. This little monogram has a rather curious history. 
It was designed some years ago by Joseph Sinel for a publi- 
cation then being planned by The Grabhorn Press. For some reason, 
it was not then used, and its first appearance was made in January 
of this year on Number One of the Authors Series. The printers of 
several other folders in the series have since made use of it. Thus 
informally, the Club seems to have adopted an official trademark. 


4{ Two exhibitions of interest to members will be held shortly in 
the bay region. One, in honor of the 7oth birthday of William 
Butler Yeats, will present an interesting showing of first editions, 
manuscripts and letters of the noted Irish poet, together with a 
variety of other pertinent material. This will be held at the Mills 
College Library during October. The other, part of the world wide 
observance this year of the 2o0ooth anniversary of the birth of 
Horace, will be held at the University of California. The dates and 
details of both exhibitions will be announced in the daily papers. 


{| Since the last issue of the Quarterly, the edition of another of the 
Club’s publications, “The Origin of the Celebrated Jumping Frog 
of Calaveras County,” has been exhausted. Less than ten copies 
remain of each of the following: “The Nuremberg Chronicle” 
(Nash, $15.00) “The Philobiblon of Richard de Bury (Grabhorn, 
$10.00), and “California,” Coolbrith (Nash, $2.00). 


